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- SHREVEPORT BAR ASSOCIATION _
MEMORIAL & RECOGNITION CEREMONY
October 28, 2021

IN MEMORIAM: HARRY DAVID SIMMONS

Presented by: Mr. B. Trey Morris- =~

Proceedings held at First United
Methodist Church, 500 C0mmon Street,
Shreveport, Louisiana, on the 28th

day of oOctober, 2021.

Reported by: -
Lisa H. McClure, CCR
official Court Reporter

" Notary Public
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28 OCTOBER 2021

| € wHEREUPON. .

- the fo110wing proceedings werefhad; )

 MR. MORRIS: "I'm Tr¢y=Morrist_1 was
asked'to speak for Harry Simmons. I was asked
severa1 times today what I -would say when I got

up here and I'11 te11 you the same th1ng I to1d

-~ them: Harry to1d me in our f1rst Jury‘tr1a1

'together, I said -- I was very excited to tell

everybody I tried a jury trial. I said, "well,

Harry, what are YOQ“goinggtoesay in the closing?" .

'AndAhe‘thought about it a second and said, "y

won't know until I hear ﬁt " And he was ser1ous

And he gave a he11 of a c1os1ng

Harry was a ‘natural. He 1oved the 1aw

"~ He was born in 1940 in W1nnf1e1d His brother
was. Kermit S1mmons who ~goes. by M1ckey He's a:

legend over in winnfieid. He was: marr1ed for 56

years to Grace. iHe's'got three kids. That's how

I came into'the story. H1s on1y boy,_ch1p, is my

"best friend. Laura and G1nger both have worked

‘at “the f1rm and SO has Ch1p It was a Fam11y

operat1on

' Harry was .a 11tt1e bit d1fferent in how
much he 1oved the 1aw | You 've heard peop1e say
"Oh;‘he Toved the ]aw, Harry,had a drawer fu11\:

of=insurahte'contra¢ts He thought that was good

--read1ng - Every now and then you wou1d go in h1s

off1ce and he. wou1d have one out and he d be
study1ng it. He 1oved the way d1fferent

1nsurance contracts wou1d read. so wf I had a

new insurance ‘company he wou]d say,- "Make sure .
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yoU'g{ve me the contract. I'1] put‘it in fhe
drawer,ﬁ He really did enjoy that. -
-As a young lawyer, I probab1y would. not

have had.a job had it not been for Ch1p say1ng,

“Let me ca]] my dad and see if I can get you a
jop." He ca11ed me back -- we.WereA{n school
déwn at -LSU together -- and he said, "I got you
an-intéfviéw}"  i said, "All r{ght. That's good,
an 1nterview is a good start. " He said it's
go1ng to be at the hog ‘belly. tr1a1

| Eron Bra1nard showed up at that
interview. I th1nk M1ckey was there and Harry
was there and we interviewed while the hog - |
belly tr1a1 was go1ng on. And I've st111 got
the T-shirt from that.WEEkend. _It was a heck
of a deé1. It said no ‘cameras allowed, you
can't really talk about it afterwéfds; but
that's_something-winnfie1d does. |

I went to clerk in caddo, and he gave

‘me a job afterwards. And Harry's big deal of

mentoring young lawyers Waé; "You should start.
with Taw.” If you asked him a question, he
would Séy, "son, why don't-yOU'staFt with law?"
It was a very tough process for me to learn at
the time. |

‘what he meant was go,Tbok at the
statutory -law, and then after that;-réad casé
Jaw, and then come ask the question.. well, I
was hard-headed.. It was easier just to'go to
Harry and say, "why don't you tell me what this

1s?" Harry was the slowest typer:in the world.

 and if you asked him a question and you needed
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to .start with. the. law, he would turh'to his .
keyboard and start typfng {t into West1aw, and
you had to sit there. And.if you tried'tb get
up, "No, sit down I told you where to start
You can watch me do this.'
. And he had two fingers, and he wou1d

have-to lTook kind of over his eyes at it. He
was really, really slow. And I finaTTy realized
he's doing that for me. He's telling me-to;quit
asking him these questions. He'sfmakihg it _
really tough on me. | N

So now I have these young lawyers that
I teach, andlthey come in and I say, ."You've
got to start with Taw.” I am constantly
repeating things Harry said to tHe_y0ung
lawyers. | -

So insurance defense. I did some.
insurance defense back then, and it's because
of Harry. Harry woqu have all his files around

his office laying on.the floor, because we didn't.

have it on a computer back then. It was in these

brown folders.

And as a Tawyer. would wdhk on them,

the adjuster or somebody would ééiT yqu.back

and give you a report, you would just 1éy it on
the floor. And it would start gbtng around
your office, around your desk and on top of it.
Every now and then I got to go in and find the
wood on my desk, clean the files off

But those f11es -- I said, - “why do you
leave these things 1ay1ng all over. the f]oor?"

And he said, "Each one of those files: is worth
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about-$1,500 to $2,500 a year that'you can

charge to do anything on them. You . Just have
to go over them every now and then and report
on them. - So I step over these things every day
and I can tell that adJuster, "I've been 901ng
over these files.' Like that one over there;
that-one-has been there for 25 years. That
plaintiff Tawyer won't get rid.of it. He -keeps
redoing it and I keep having to give the report,
so I keen walking over it. That'e been a good
file." -
I was a hothead, and I th1nk most

1awyers are. They;re going to cpme out and .
they re going td wtn'every case, until they find
out the world's really not Tike that. But I
would get letters from other 1ahyers and they

“would fire you up a Tittle bit. Some people

would just write a little bit of venom in the

letter, and you wou1d take that 1etter ‘and you

jwou1d go start typing it.

_ -And T would go te11 Harry and he wou1d
say, "why don' t you let that 1etter sit there

today and wr1te back tomorrow7“ “You would come

in the next day and you wou]dn t fee1 qu1te the

same without Harry, there's no te111ng how

. many letters I would have written back which
~ should have never been written. So-I’te11

- lawyers the same today.

He was big on telling me, "You don't
need to let everybody know that you know the
law.- Just be qUiet. Let other people act Tike

they know the law. . we'll sneak up on them."
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And- I th1nk that's good adV1ce " They ‘would
f1nd out I didn't know that much when I tr1ed

'to express how much I knew.

Harry was one of those guys that he

'ﬁd1dn t say it-unless he knew that law said that

“fexact]y, He believed in the law. ‘He didn' t talk

about the law unless he knew it. There's so many

' 1awyers you can ask’ about the law, and they ak

g1ve you all these opinions.

I used to do that and Harry would say,

"why didn't you just tell me you don't know?"

Now my wife and I share that saying. We both

say that to each other every time we're asked a

question. It's because Harry said that: It's

so much easier ]ust;to 1et.peop1e know you don't

know the‘answer, but Took it up. That was his A

great Tlesson. | A o
He had a long-time secretary, candy.

AfterrHarry-quit she quﬁt because she didn“t~

- want to work for me. He told: me that was the

reason. ~ Candy and I loved: each other, but ;
Candy would -- you would start stack1ng your
secretar1esfup back in those" days with fo1ders;"
and-they wou1d?be next to their computer.  They
woqu_start to get a bigger and"bigger'stack
And I said Harry, she $ not do1ng any of my
work. we're getting behind. R , | |

And he said, "we11,'you're pu11ing on'l
the wrong end.” I said, "what do you mean?"

He said, "well, you keep telling her. You're

-the one getting on'to her. I've been study1ng

the’ 1ega1 secretary now for Forty years You
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"doh't know how to deal with this." dI-safd;'"

"what do you mean?" He said, "You've got to

'-igive them.a half day off on Friday and 1tvw{11
.a11hdisapbear." I said,‘?That“s.ridicu1oUs.
she needs to do it." He said, "No, Watch5this:
~Candy, if you get .all that done, yeucan have
~ half.a day off Friday.” That stack would be

gone in three hours. I was like, "I don't .

~ know how you do that.’

And he Just Toved watch1ng how. pe0p1e

did th1ngs and what made them tick, and he got

more excited about answers of peop1e than

'anythjng. He just loved study1ng peop1e 11ke _
fish {n'a,go1df1sh pond. It was just fun to’ "
‘see his take on things.  And I still téll my-

staff, I teT1‘themfif'you get all this done,

" 1'11 giveryou a half day on Friday. It still -

- works..

Y Harry had the secret to marr1age He
had to a1ways cook at least one n1ght a week
And 1'd wa1k in and. say, what are you do1ng?"

He d say, I 'm cook1ng He's 1ook1ng up

-restaurants to stop by on the way home and

| bring h1slw1fe food.. One night it was a1ways

his cooking.
' So you've got to. cook for your:, W1fe
You ve got to give your secretary a half day

off on Fr1day. You write the Jetter. the next

'~ day.

And he was big on -- he_wou1d,get,'

‘Fhactious, Tike other Tawyers do. And the

secretary is very good at knowing when they are,
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so they close the door so -nobody wou1d.go in
‘there and get hit with that. I ignored it

'and I wou1d go in and he would get all over

But the next day he would a]ways say, "I

‘was, fract1ous I apo]og1ze

"I got a call from M1ke Hub1ey and he |
said Harry wrote me a mean letter.' | Because
everybody knew Harry to be n1ce He was never
a mean guy I said, Oh "he's probab]y go1ng
to wr1te you another one and apologize for
be1ng fract1ous That's his role, and he does
it.” -

~ And M1ke called two days 1ater and he
said, "He wrote that 1etter I got it. That's

'one of - the best Tetters I ever had." It s nice

to see somebody able tO*apoTog1ze;when-they

treated somebody wrong, and:that's’kind_of the

way Harry was. ,

| - Jury trials. I've'started-doing'more
and more jdry trials, and I wish aarry was still
there to tell me some of these th1ngs But I
w0u1d ask him, what do you do-in a Jury trial

in. c1os1ngs if you don t rea11y have that ‘good

a case?" He said, "well, nobody 11§tens to

closings anyway - They've already got:their
m1nds made up before you get to c1051ng " You've
got to do it before then.'

- Al r1ght. _what do you do when you

ihave a:bad.witness?” And Harry.wou1d say, "well,
| you've:got to find a spot on the cei1fng‘when

-the‘other side is ta1k1ng'" I sajd, "what do

you mean you've got to F1nd a spot on the
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ceiling?" He said, "If you look up at the

ceiling and you stare at it and you start

_really getting into that cei1ing,.that entire

jury w111 be more 1nterested in what you are
try1ng to see in that ceiling than anybody
ta1k1ng 1n that trial."

So I walked in on Gary Bowers -and him

| trying a case. Wwhen Gary had a good witness up,'

1'd Took up there at Harry, and durn if he ain'f-'

looking at that ceiling, staring at it, and

everybody is Tooking up at the ceiling. I said,
"That does work.” I wasn't going to do it until
I-saw it.

His other trick was he would spill

" water on .his tie. You know, you usuaj]y have

these water things in the courtroom, and he would
go and get water. And the jury would watch him
come back. And he kind of had a belly on him,
and that tié went down, and he. would take that
oUp and dfip'and‘it would Sp1T1fWater on his tie.

well, then he started tnying'to look at

‘that water and stare at it, and you could see he

was so interested in seeingAwhéreIthat water was

on his tie the entife jury: would stare at it.

They wou1dn't.be'hear1ng'anythingigoing on

because now he spilled this water on his tie.
Those old 1awyers would tr1ck you.

Nobody does that k1nd of stuff anymore and it's

'awesome It's back in the days where peop]e

tr1ed cases. There was no med1at1on. There was
no Code of Evidence.

My very first trial, I won it, and it
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was against Tommy Johnson. He objected to

. éverything. -we barely won it. It was for =

"willis-Knighton. It was a big client for me.

You remember those days. Judge victory was
over there for some of those. ’

Anyway, I won the case, but'he-appealed '

it. .And I thought, "I'm going to lose this durn

appeal. 1I've never written an appeal in my

Tife." and Harry said, "Do'you,wantfmerto do

that appeal for you?" I said, "Man, I would’
Tove that. I don't really knqw the Code of

Evidence as well as you do." He said, "1'11 do

i B

He wrote a one-page brief and it said,
"ATl re]évant,evidencé is admissible. If it's
relevant ‘and it comes in, you've got to consider

it." And I said, "That's not what the law is.

There's all these-exceptions to that, Harry."

And he wrote that and I thought, "Wefré ddomed."
And the answer came back'in'g 23-page

opinion by Harmon Drew where he scolded Tommy

Johnson éhdISaid, "A11l relevant evidence is

admissible. ' Of course it shdu1d have been

‘considered. " And‘that'S-what was brilliant

about him,

Young lawyers talk about everything.

But when a Jawyer really knows what he's talking

about, it gets into this precision point deal.
He said, "This is the issue in the case,“'ahd
he always knew that. As a young lawyer I

thought, "No, you've got to talk abOut'a11 of

this." Now to the young lawyers in my office

10
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spot.” .
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: I say, "oh, no, no. You've got to go to this

pointing-and teaching me that made me the
lawyer I am today, so it is. awesome tq_be.'

able to get up and'speak fdh Harpyi~.He"did

so ‘much. .Thanks,'

But it was Harry's guidance and him -~

11
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COURT REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

This certificate is valid only for a transcript

accompanied by my original signature and: original

‘requ1red seal on this page

I, Lisa- H. McClure, CCR, 0ff1c1a1 court Reporter

. and Notary Public in and_for the State of Louisiana,

employed as an official court reporter by the First
Judicia1:Distr1ct court for the State of Louisiana,
as the officer‘before”whom these proceedings were

taken do hereby certify that the foregoing was

"_reported by me in the stenotype report1ng method, was

prepared and transcr1bed by me or under my d1rect1on

. and superv1s1on ‘and is a ‘true and correct transcr1pt'

to the best of my ab111ty and understand1ng, that the

: transcr1pt has been prepared in comp11ance w1th

: transcr1pt format gu1de11nes required by statute or

by ru1es of the board or by the Supreme Court of

Lou151ana and that I am not re1ated to counse1 or

- to the part1es here1n nor am I otherw1se interested

in the outcome. of th1s matter.

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO on this the 29th day of

_ October, 2021.

[/%MWWM

Lisa H. McClure, CCR
Certificate Number 91248
Notary Public 3727




