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MEMORTAL RESOLUTION

HONORING
PERCY NEWBY BROWNE

The Shrevepont Bar Association was privifeged Lo have Percy
Newby Browne as one of ££s most esteemed and beloved membens for more
than seventy yeans. As one of this Association's orniginal organizens,
he was present duning the organizational meetings and served as the
48t secnelany of the Shreveport Banr Association.

Mr. Browne was born May 1§, 1884 in lake Providence, lowisiana,
to Benjamin Franklin Browne and Laura ELLa Eppes Browne. He was ghad-
uated with honors from lake Providence High Schoof in 1898,

He began his business Life as a newspaper pubfisher, beginning
An 1900 as part owmer of the Sentry Printing Company, pubfisher of
the "Lake Providence Sentny"”, a weehly newspaper for that area.

In 1906 he s08d his interest in Zthe "Sentry" and pwichased an
intenest in the "Monroe Daily News".

One year Later, in 1907, Percy Browne moved to Shrevepont and,
gollowing the custom of the day, studied fLaw undern his brother, Wayles
Browne, and Judge CLifton F. Davis, the Awo of whom were then practicing
unden the finm name of Davis & Browne.

Aftern passing the requinrements of the Local Examining Board and
the Lowisdiana Supreme Court, he was admitted to the practice of Law in
1910, Aften his admission to the Ban, he practiced Law £in the §inm o4
Davis, Browne & Browne, until the death of Judge Davis, agier which the
§4ium name was changed fo Browne § Browne. Mr, Browne did not cease his
studies upon being admitied Lo practice; Limstead, he continued his
studies of Law; by attending Columbia Undiversity, taking special courses
in common Law and the United States Constitution.



Aften Wordd Wan 11, the §inm name became Browne, Browne &
Bodenheimen, with the addition of G. M. Bodenheimer, Ja. as a partner.
Aftern the death of Wayles Browne in 1947, Pency Browne continued 4in
the practice 04 faw in association with G. M. Boderheimer, Jr. until
195§, when they were joined by Patrnick W. Looney and John A. Richie,
under the f4un name of Browne, Bodenheimen, Looney & Richde. In 1959,
Me, Browne withdrew from this {ium and formmed a new partnernship with
Mafcolm LaFargue, §ormer United States Attonney, and practiced unden
Zthe §inm name of Browne & LaFargue until Mn, LaFargue's death in 1963.
Thereafter, Percy Browne practiced alone until his death 4in 1980.

During the Lotfen yearns of his Life, although he considened himsels
1o be semi-retined, he continued fo be an active member of the community
and was actively engaged in faw practice until he died in his 95th gean.

On June 15, 1920, Percy Newby Browne was maied to Honora
Patmer, daughter of Sterling and Leofa Scoit Palmer. Honona Palmen
Browne and Percy Newby Browne had two children, E&inor Browne SLoss,
who now £ives in Baton Rouge, and Eugenia Browne Monelock, now deceased.

Throughout his fong and active Life, Mr. Browne engaged in many
clvie and political activities. 1In 1912 he was an alternate defegate
to the National Democratic Convention in Baltimore, where Woodrow WiLson
was nominated gor Presdident of the United States. He served as Acting
Judge at Shnevepont City Court, acting for Judge Samuef. From 1940 to
1944 he was special counsel to the Louisiana Highway Depaitment.

M. Browne was a member of the Finst Methodist Church o4 Shreve-
pont, and a Ligfe memben of its Boand of Adninistration. He became one
of the organizens and charten members of Finst Methodist Church's Foun

Square Bible Class, and served as its president on several cccasions.




Ay a hesult of his military service 4in Workd War I, Mr, Browne
became a charter member of the Lowe-McFarfane Ametican Legdon Posi and
senved as {ts commander £n 1937 and 1938. He was Chef de Gare of the
Fornty and Eight Society, Voilture Locale No.137. During his Zerm 4n
this office, the Forty and E{ght Soclety acquired {4 present campsite
on Crnoss Lake, and Ma. Browne began the fundraising for 48 fiast club
house. He afso seaved as Guand Chef de Thaine of the Louisdiana Grand
Voitune of the Forty and Eight Society.

Duning World War 11, Percy Browne served in varioud positions al
a civilian volunteen, including a position as Government Appeal Agent,
and as a member of the Civilian Defense Councif for Caddo and Bossien
Parishes.

As Ma, Browne enjoyed public Apeaking, he was a Long-Lime member
0§ the Shreveport Toastmasters CLub, and an organizer and president o4
the Bayou Plerne Toastmastens Club,

He was a member af Booth Masonle Lodge and actively participated
in Masonic affains.

Poncy Browne was an andent hunter and gisherman, and for many
yearns enjoyed his camp on Lake Bistineau. He was one of the organizens
04 the oniginal Bistineau Improvement Association, and helped secure the
dam fon Lake Bistineau 4in the 1940's. ALso, he was a member and past
president 04 the Caddo Wildlife Federnation.

M. Browne's active internest in the Law, in the practice of Law,
and other public matterns continued untif his death. 1 personally recall
that eanly this yearn Mr. Browne solicited my attendance with him at a
continuing Legal education progrham in Lafayette because, as he said Lo
me with vigon and conviction, "You know, we have Lo keep up with the Law."
It would be an {imapination fon all of us grequently Lo hecall the foy
0% Living and intenest in the wordd ancund us Ao fully displayed among

us 4oa S0 veny many yeans by Percy N. Browne.



The many interests and accompfishments of Percy Browne which we
have here sought to outline clearly neglect his wide and Long-continuing
interests, and the contributions made to oun society by this amazing man.

Pesey Newby Browne died, following a Ahort iffness, on Aprid 20,
1950. He is suavived by his wife, Honona Palmen Broume, a daughten,
Efinon Browne SLoss, and §oun ghandchifdren, Michael S{oss, Honora
Stoss, Etinon Ruth MoreLock Smith, and Diana Morelock Brown.

We move that the sympathy and condofences of the Shrevepornt Bar
Association be extended Lo Mr. Browne's wife, his daughter, and his
grandchildren; that copies of this Memornial Resofufion be provided fo
each of them; and that <t be entered upon the reconds of the Finst
Judicial District Count and of this Association as a testimonial of the
affection and nespect the memberns of the Legal profession in Shreveport,

Louisiana have f{on Percy Newby Browne.

Respectfully submitted,

7 | y

Simon Herofd

(4. 5D, Krawnm

lgiec V. Brown




