Sec. 50-190. - Political signs.
(a)

(b)

Political signs. Political signs, including on-premise and off-premise, may be temporarily erected in
the city but not within the public right-of-way, except as provided in subsection (b)(2). Properly
erected signs shall be removed within one week of any events conclusion.
Prohibited political signs. The following signs shall not be permitted to remain or be erected:
(1)

Signs that do not meet section 50-188 and section 106-1123 of this Code (as they relate to
oversized signs). Such signs will be removed immediately upon issuance of citation or upon
notice of violation, whether verbal or written. A new violation will occur for every 24-hour period
after initial notice of violation is given.

(2)

Signs that are placed on public property. Such signs may be removed by the city without
notice. Provided, however, this section shall not apply to the placement of signs on bus benches
on the city right-of-way pursuant to a written agreement with the city authorizing such
placement.

(3)

Signs placed on vacant private property. Vacant defined as any lot on which no structure exists
or any lot with structures where such structures have no active utility service. The director of the
office of public works shall have a form on file that must be completed by the vacant private
property owner and submitted to the director of the office of public works prior to the placement
of such signs. Such signs, not in compliance, may be removed by the city without notice.

(c)

Enforcement. The department of operational services, the metropolitan planning commission, or the
city police department are hereby authorized and directed to enforce all the provisions of this
chapter. Upon presentation of proper credentials, authorized representatives may enter any building,
structure, or premises in the city to perform any duty imposed upon them by this section.

(d)

Sign removal. The department of operational services, the metropolitan planning commission, or the
city police department may remove and impound any oversize sign, any sign on public property, or
any sign placement on private vacant property erected or maintained in violation of this section and
transport such sign to a location to be designated by the director of the department of operational
services. The custodian of the storage area shall maintain records of where such signs were located
when they were so impounded and the date on which they were so impounded and shall hold the
same in the storage area for a period of 30 days. Any sign so held may be redeemed by the owner
thereof upon the payment of a fee to the city through the custodian thereof, consisting of $10.00 for
hauling the same to storage plus $5.00 per day storage fee for each day the sign is stored. Such fee
shall be in addition to and not in lieu of any fine imposed upon such owner for violation of this
chapter.

(e)

Penalty. In addition to removal, any over-size sign violation as referred to above may be subject to a
$100.00 fine for a first offense. A second offense may result in a $300.00 fine. A third, or
subsequent, offense may result in a $500.00 fine and removal/destruction of the oversize sign.
Offenses cited for violation of this section will remain valid at any location for any sign and the
candidate it represents regardless of the location where the initial offense occurred. Violations of
subsections (b)(2) and (b)(3) will subject the candidate represented to a fine of $250.00 per offense
with each location constituting a separate offense.
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